ATTACHMENT 5

GOVERNOR PETE WILsSON
September 3, 1993

Mr. Michael R. Frost, Chairaan

California Integrated Waste Management Board
8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, Califormia 95826

Dear Mr. Frost:

Recently, I sigzed AB 1827 (Sher) to cc=ply with the mandated
requirements of tke new federal law governing national standards
for solid waste manacement. California was recuired to comply
with the new solid waste stardards when Congress reauthorized the
Resources Conservatioz and Recovery Act (RCRA}, the primary
federal statute goverxning solid waste.

This is yet anotrer rew, unfunded, Federal mandate which will
create an additiozal burder on local governmer: in California,
especlally already distressed rural counties.

. As I have stated rerzeatedly, I remain £iv3ly opposed to all
such unfunded federal x=a-dates. Unfortunately, unless Congress
arends RCRA or U.S. SPA azexnds its regulaticas, costs for both
taxpayers and busizess w:ll increase. Howevexr, the failure to
pass AB 1827 would kave resulted in federal sazctions which would
kave an even wore czercus burden on both pubiic and private
landowners. .

AB 1827 accomcliskes the changes in California law necessary
for the state to octain f£inal solid waste procram approval from
the United States Z=virccmental Protection Ageacy (U.S. EPA). As
an approved state, California will be able to utilize both the
flexibility in the federa®l program to aggressively work with local
governments to meat treir unique circumstances and avoid even more
-onerous and costly fecderal sanctions.

New federal regulazions, known as Subtitle D under RCRA,
require county land€ills to adhere to strict new standards
beginning October 9, 1993. Subtitle D requires a number of major
and costly changes in the way these facilities are designmed,
operated, and ultizately closed. ’

In order to assist landfill operxators thvoughout the state in
making this transition and dealing with these changes in the wmost
prompt and efficient manner possible, I have directed the state
agencies to pursue three irmediate courses of action.
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First, I have directed my Washington office to aggressively
purste waivers with the United States Environmental Protection
Agency to grant an extension of time for small landfills to come
into coopliance with these new requirements.

Second, our state will continue to work with the United
States Envircnmental Protection Agency on ways to work with the
United States Environmental Protection Agency on ways to maximize
California flexibility under this program. Through the passage of
this bill, the statutory provisions are in place to enable
California to become one of the firast "approved states' uander
these new Suctitle D regulations. We will aggressively pursue
every mechanism to provide lccal governments with the greatest
flexibility possible in order to respond to their unique
circumstances. 1t is important to note that much of the
flexibility in the federal program is only available to approved
state prograns. I have asked the California Integrated Waste
Managezent Board and the State Water Resources Control Board to
institute all areas of currently allowed flexibility by the
October 9, 1993, deadline. .

Third , I have asked the state’s Integrated Waste Management
Board and the Water Resources Control Board to jointly conduct a
series of irformational workshops in September for public and
private lard£4{1l operatora, local governments and other interested .
parties so that tkey may have full information and assistance in
complying with the requirements of the law. ‘

If you kave any questions or recommendations regarding the
implementation of this regulation, please ask your staff to
contact Paul Blais, Special Assistant to the Secretary at the
California Eavironrental Protection Agency at (916) 324-7584

Sincerely, .

PETE WILSON
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